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LPO Finding 


A recent LPO was completed on a crew performing a casing repair. The process includes digging a 12 foot excavation around the existing casing and inserting a tunnel plate to prevent sloughing and protect the workers inside the excavation. The tunnel plate is then backfilled and equipped with a scaffold and ladder to allow safe entry and exit. The space is managed as a confined space. 





The main LPO finding was that workers were walking up to the edge of the open excavation before the tunnel plate was installed and backfilled without any travel restraint or fall protection.





The OH&S regulations “explanation guide” provided clarification. 





Standards


Part 32, Subsections 446(2) and 446(3) reads: "... a worker must not enter, an excavation deeper than 1.5 meters and work closer to the wall than the depth of the excavation unless the wall is properly back cut, shored or protected by a temporary protective structure"





In this case the tunnel plate is not in place and not yet backfilled workers need to stay back 12 feet. 





When the tunnel plate is in place and backfilled workers can move and work up to the edge of the excavation providing fall protection standards are met. Part 9 of the OH&S regulation governs fall protection and Section 139 requires employers to ensure that workers use a fall protection system if the worker could fall 3 meters or could fall < 3 meters and there is an unusual possibility of injury. Note: our internal standard will be changing to 2 meters. The hierarchy of fall protection is:


Install an engineering control such as guardrails or barriers.


Use a travel restraint system (a fall protection plan is required when using a travel restraint system).


Use a personal fall arrest system (again a fall protection plan is required)


If none of the above is practicable then an equally effective approved plan must be developed.  (Let’s not get to this point).





Working Near Open Excavations





For more information please contact Walter Woodley at (780) 639-5369 or Frazer House at (780) 639-5222.








For additional information call Bill Hogan at (780) 639-5115 or Frazer House at (780) 630-5222.
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