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November 6, 2006

Incorrect Use of Equipment with Winch : High Potential Near Miss
On Friday morning November 3, a contractor picking up a pump at Stores experienced a high potential near miss.  When no one was available to load the pump onto the contractor trailer, the worker proceeded to use a material (nylon) tie-down strap to connect to the winch chain.  The strap broke, releasing the pump down the trailer ramp and releasing the strap into the air.  The broken strap missed the worker but could have led to a serious injury of him or another worker.  

Learnings : Safety comes first.  All tasks need to be assessed for risk before proceeding.  If the job cannot be done safely it must not be started.  Only equipment designed, inspected and rated for rigging and winching should be used for such tasks.  Workers should be knowledgeable and trained in the skills required to perform all jobs safely.
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Think about how these learnings can be applied to work you do both at work and away from the job site.  
More pictures are available from SHE Department.
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4000 lb winch connected with 1500 lb strap








