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A recent incident influenced us to look at the hazards of tarp straps and bungee cords when not properly used. This safety alert and power point presentation are meant as preliminary communications. An approved safety standard will be developed to communicate specific selection, use and inspection.





The Incident:


A medical treatment incident recently occurred where a worker lost control of a tarp strap and was struck in the lower lip by the metal hook. The IP was removing the spare tire, which had been temporarily placed on the toolbox, in order to open the box. The tarp strap was used to secure the tire to the headache rack. The IP received 3 stitches to the cut on his lower lip.











Hazards of Tarp Straps & Bungee Cords








For more information please contact Norm Rourke at (780) 639-**** or Frazer House at (780) 639-5222.








Tarp straps and bungee cords are common everyday devices used in businesses, homes, and leisure activities, but they possess an inherent danger, one that has caused injury, and in some cases, permanent vision loss. They are made of elastic material with metal J-shaped or S-shaped hooks on each end. They’re used to tie down or secure equipment, restrain cargo, hold items in place and can be conveniently fastened to another structure. Their usefulness is well known but their potential for injury is not.


     One characteristic is stored energy, which can be suddenly released. The heavy elastic cords contain tremendous force when recoiled, particularly when they’re stretched beyond their recommended limits. This sudden release of stored energy results in a high speed flailing hazard when:


the hook pulls out of the use’s hand as its being stretched into place			


the hook disengages from the attachment point


the hook detaches from the cord


the hook straightens out


the cord breaks


In each of these situations, the free end can recoil at speeds of up to 100 km/hr and produce significant injury or damage upon impact. Business operations should assess where tarp straps and bungee cords are being used and if they offer the best solution. Webbed polypropylene straps present a safer alternative and are often more durable than bungees. The same applies for home use; if alternate solutions can be found, tarp straps and bungee cords should be replaced. Where this isn’t possible family members should be educated to the dangers inherent in their use.








For more information please contact Ken West at (780) 639-5427 or Frazer House at (780) 639-5222.
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