Halloween Safety

The following are some common sense tips for keeping the children safe this Halloween.

Plan before hitting the streets:

· Take a flashlight loaded with good batteries. The light helps you see where you are going and makes you visible to cars.

· Discuss the route before hand. Plan a safe trick-or-treat route in a neighborhood you know. 

· Trick-or-treat with a parent or a group of friends. Young children should always go trick or treating with an adult.

· Even though an adult will be going along, put the children's names, address and phone number on their sacks - just in case. 

· Take a phone or change to make a phone call if required. 

On the route:

· Walk -don't run, there may be slippery spots. 

· Stay off the street or road. Walk on sidewalks if you can. 

· Look to the right, then to the left, before crossing a street. Cross the street at the corner or in a crosswalk. Keep a very close eye out for cars when crossing the road.

· Don't cut across lawns, as there may be unseen objects to trip over.

· Stay away from parked cars and never run between them.

· Only go to homes that are well-lit or are clearly participating in Halloween.

· Say “please” and “thank you” to the “treaters”! Remember, no tricks!

· Never enter a stranger's home or car.

· Accept treats only in the doorway. Never go inside a house.

· Be nice to the little kids. When they're all bundled up in their costumes they can fall over very easily.

All Dressed-Up

· Decorate costumes with reflective tape (on costume, shoes, and hat) available in hardware, bicycle, and sporting goods stores) that will glow in the beam of a car's headlights. Bags or sacks should also be light colored or decorated with reflective tape.

· Wear a light-colored costume that will be easy to see at night.

· Wear a costume that won’t get tangled around your feet and legs. 

· Wear comfortable, well fitting shoes. Large, clunky shoes or Mom's high heels make for sore feet and spills. 

· Avoid wearing a mask, especially a loose-fitting mask that might restrict breathing or obscure vision. Instead, decorate your face with makeup or face paints. 

· If your child does wear a mask, make sure it fits securely and has eyeholes large enough to allow full vision.

· Before painting your face, test the makeup on a small part of your skin. If it itches or stings don't use it. Apply a natural mask of nontoxic, hypoallergenic cosmetics. Make sure that it doesn't restrict your vision in any way.

Fire Hazards

· Don’t play near lit jack-o-lanterns.

· If you have long hair, be sure and tie it back before cutting or lighting candles.

· Votive candles are safest for candlelit pumpkins. Lighted pumpkins should be placed on a sturdy table, away from curtains and other flammable objects, and should never be left unattended.

· To further minimize fire risks, avoid outfits made with flimsy materials and those with big, baggy sleeves or billowing skirts.

· Buy costumes, masks, and wigs that are labeled "flame resistant." Keep in mind that these items can still catch fire -- make sure that children are very cautious around jack-o'-lanterns and other flames. 

Pumpkins

Small children should never carve pumpkins. Instead, let children draw a face with markers; you can do the cutting for them. Under parents' supervision, children ages 5 to 10 can carve using safety cutters.

Sweet Treats

· Accept wrapped or packaged candy only. Throw away anything unwrapped

· Eat a good meal before leaving the house, so that you won't be tempted to eat some candy before having a grown up check them. Remind children not to dip into their treats until an adult has carefully examined all candy for signs of tampering, including holes in wrappers and torn or loose packages. 

