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Recently, a contractor’s Caterpillar 330DL excavator over-turned and fatally injured the operator. The excavator had a 42” concrete pipe weight suspended from the bucket and was staging the weights for a larger excavator further down the Right-of-Way. The operator swung the weight approximately 160 degrees over an open ditch and around a row of pipe-weights sitting alongside the ditch. During the swing the excavator turned on its side striking the row of concrete weights, the excavator cab and the operator.





All excavators used in lifting and hoisting applications must follow the manufacturer’s recommendations. Durable and legible load rating charts must be readily available for the operators use.





Careful consideration shall be given in selecting equipment that is able to handle the intended load. Operators shall be qualified for the specific piece of equipment and understand and follow any limitations, restrictions and warning information related to the equipment.
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