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Key Features of�Black Bear:


In profile, snout and face form straight line—no "dished" face.


Ears pointed and somewhat prominent.


No shoulder hump.


Claws of front feet are short and usually black. They make little or no imprint in track.


When standing on the level, a black bear's body profile slopes forward from the high point at the hips.


Color varies from black to blond.
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Bear Avoidance


Never feed or approach a bear.  


Keep a clean work site and ensure that trash is disposed of properly


Be aware of your surroundings


Look before entering parking lots and refuse areas, particularly in the early morning and evening when bears are most active


Report ALL bear encounters as an incident or near miss & contact any Environmental Advisor  





Bear Encounters





Stay calm.  Don’t run or make sudden moves or noises.   


If the bear sees you, don’t stare at it directly.  Allow it a chance to retreat.


If a bear runs at you, it may make a sudden turn-about and withdraw 


Back off slowly toward cover while glancing at the bear to see what it’s doing.  


When you reach cover or a safe distance, detour around the animal or leave the area.  


If there’s no other choice, be ready to use pepper spray if you have it with you.  When a bear is within 6 metres or so and closing, a couple of short blasts at its face may discourage a charge. 


If a bear attacks, drop to the ground on your stomach and play dead.  Keep your legs together and maintain a face down position.  Protect your head by clasping your hands together behind your neck with your face to the ground. 


On rare occasions, a bear may stalk a person as potential prey.  If this happens, fight back.  Extend your arms and get up high to appear as large as possible.  Use pepper spray, or any weapon such as a rock or sturdy tree branch.


   








Black Bear Encounters
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